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    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 8th DAY OF JANUARY 2026


The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board Secretary Mekalia Cooper and upon the roll being called, Mekalia Cooper and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers and Heather Price.  Absent:  Jennifer Allard, Angela Craig and Rob Soderlund.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).  

Board Secretary Mekalia Cooper led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gail McElroy asked if the City of Sparta could use the football field for the Air Force band next summer.  When she has a date, she will complete the Facility Use paperwork. 

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Heather Price moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the minutes of the December 11, 2025, regular meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Pillers, Ledendecker and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Pillers, Ledendecker and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The next regular board meeting will be February 12, 2026, at 7 p.m. at Sparta Lincoln School.  

Superintendent Miesner reported the solar projects at Sparta High School and Sparta Lincoln School are now running.  The construction program that the Board approved with Jason Jackson was not approved by his Board.  The administration will continue to look for ways to have a building trades class at Sparta High School. 

Ryan Pillers moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the resolution abating the tax heretofore levied for the year 2025 to pay debt service on General Obligation School Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), of Community Unit School District Number 140 of Randolph County, Illinois.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Price, Ledendecker and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The Feasibility Study was tabled.




Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the overnight trip for the Sparta High School Science Club from March 20-21, 2026, to Shaw Nature Reserve in Gray Summit, Missouri.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The First Reading was held for the following policies:  Board of Education Policy #2:120 Board Member Development; #2:150 Committees; #2:270 Discrimination and Harassment on the Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin Prohibited; Operational Services Policy #4:10 Fiscal and Business Management; #4:30 Revenue and Investments; #4:140 Waiver of Student Fees; #4:190 Targeted School Violence Prevention Program; General Personnel Policy #5:90 Abused and Neglected Child Reporting; #5:190 Teacher Qualifications; #5:200 Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal; Professional Personnel Policy #5:220 Substitute Teachers; #5:280 Duties and Qualifications; Educational Support Personnel Policy #5:300 Schedules and Employment Year; Instruction Policy #6:20 School Year Calendar and Day; #6:40 Curriculum Development; #6:60 Curriculum Content; #6:160 English Learners; #6:210 Instructional Materials; #6:260 Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs; #6:280 Grading and Promotion; #6:300 Graduation Requirements; #6:315 High School Credit for Students in Grade 7 or 8; #6:320 High School Credit for Proficiency; Students Policy #7:150 Agency and Law Enforcement Requests; and #7:290 Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the executive session minutes as presented for the December 11, 2025, meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to accept the resignation of Jennifer Fajardo as Paraprofessional at Sparta High School effective January 6, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to employ Lauren John as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to employ Adrianna McHughes as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.


Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve Latrice Littlepage as a Volunteer Assistant Cheerleading Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve Wayne Roberts as an Assistant Bowling Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Yeas:  Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.   Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the Memorandum of Understanding regarding flextime with the Sparta Education Association as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Cooper.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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