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    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 11th DAY OF DECEMBER 2025


The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board President Angela Craig and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker and Ryan Pillers.  Absent:  Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).  

Board President Angela Craig led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gail McElroy met with the City Planning Committee for next summer.  They would like ideas for students to participate also. 

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the minutes of the November 13, 2025, regular meeting and the December 5, 2025, special meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The next regular board meeting will be January 8, 2026, at 7 p.m. at Sparta Lincoln School.  

Sparta Lincoln School Principal Lynda Loesing thanked the community for reaching out and supporting the students with gifts and donations.  She also wanted to note the extraordinary accomplishments of ELA in the school.  She is very proud of the staff and students.  Ms. Loesing then recognized the Cross Country teams for their great season.  Both teams were in the top 10 at state.  The following students were recognized:  Ronin Bradshaw, Landon Hernandez, Parker Klausing, Hayden Montroy, Dominick Sauerhage, Owen Jacobus, Lawson Kurtz, Samuel Pillers, Jaden Reid, Connor Cleveland, Eli McElroy, Reese Hagene, Isaac Hamilton, David Bardo, Trent Hernandez, Leah Coop, Paige Smith, Melaney Baird, Callie Buch, Zoe Peck, Jada Yarbrough, Britton Miller and Kate Craig.

Principal Smith reported the winter sports numbers have increased.  Wrestling won a dual meet.  Boys’ basketball won the DuQuoin Classic.  The Randolph County Startup is recruiting for next year.  Lifesavers had a retreat that went well.  The Natural Resources class worked on Euro Mounts for the Clay Peck fundraiser.  Students have been offered an incentive for NWEA so data is more accurate.

Superintendent Miesner reported the solar projects at Sparta High School and Sparta Lincoln School have been completed.  Ameren will need to complete the process.  At Sparta Lincoln School, the roofing is finished, but they are still working on the guttering and cleanup.  The gym doors for the Dawg Pound have been reported to be in and should be completed soon.  Mr. Miesner will be meeting with the County Clerk soon to be sure that the District captures all the tax funds available from the solar farms.

After a review of the ending fund balances for fiscal year 2025, Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the resolution stating the aggregate amount of taxes to be levied for the year 2025 is $4,907,920 not including the Bond and Interest Levy of $1,725,050 and that the aggregate amount of taxes to be levied for the year 2025 does not exceed 105% of the taxes extended in the year 2024.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Sparta High School Principal Jackie Smith and Athletic Director Drew Kordys presented scoreboard proposals.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve going out for bid for scoreboards.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to adopt the Policies #2:60 Uniform Grievance Procedure; #2:230 Public Participation at Board of Education Meetings and Petitions to the Board; #2:265 Title IX Grievance Procedure; #4:15 Identity Protection; #4:80 Accounting and Audits; #4:120 Food Services; #5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment; #5:20 Workplace Harassment Prohibited; #5:60 Expenses; #5:100 Staff Development Program; Instruction #6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction; #6:235 Access to Electronic Networks; #6:310 High School Credit for Non-District Experiences, Course Substitutions, Re-Entering Students; #7:10 Equal Educational Opportunities; #7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited; #7:50 School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools; #7:60 Residence; #7:70 Attendance and Truancy; #7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and Harassment; #7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited; #7:190 Student Behavior; #7:200 Suspension Procedures; #7:210 Expulsion Procedures; #7:250 Student Support Services; #7:255 Students who are Parents, Expectant Parents or Victims of Domestic or Sexual Violence; #7:270 Administering Medicines to Students; #7:310 Restrictions on Publications; Elementary Schools; #7:315 Restrictions on Publications; High Schools; #7:340 Student Records; and #8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to enter into closed session at 7:33 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to come out of executive session at 8:21 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the executive session minutes as presented for the November 13 and December 5, 2025, meetings.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to accept the resignation of Becki Niemietz as SADD Sponsor at Sparta High School effective November 17, 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Janiya Burns as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Schell Voges as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers Cooper and Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Clayton Andrews as a Volunteer Assistant Volleyball Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Scott Beckley as an Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.   Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Rhonda Dickey as the SADD Sponsor at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Kaylee Schulein as a Volunteer Assistant Cheerleading Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:24 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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