

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 7/9/26

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk19519885][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 9th DAY OF JULY 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk19519926]
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and upon the roll being called, Jennifer Allard and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers and Rob Soderlund.  Absent: Mekalia Cooper, Angela Craig and Heather Price.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).

Vice President Jennifer Allard led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gail McElroy opened the meeting with a prayer.

Retired Teacher Sheila Eaton thanked the Board for supporting her throughout her employment with the district.

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the minutes of the June 18, 2026, regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas: Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for August 13, 2026, at Sparta Lincoln School at 7 p.m. 

Ryan Savage of Holland Construction gave a brief overview of Holland Construction Services.

Rob Soderlund moved, Christine Ledendecker seconded to authorize the treasurer to make, as needed for the fiscal year 2027, interfund loans from the operations and maintenance fund to the educational fund or fire prevention and safety fund; or from the educational fund to the operations and maintenance fund or fire prevention and safety fund; or from the operations and maintenance or education fund to the transportation fund; or from the transportation fund to the operations and maintenance, educational or fire prevention and safety fund, and to make the necessary transfers on the books.  Such loans shall be repaid and retransferred to the proper fund within three years.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.



Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the bid from Midland Paper in the amount of $31.34 per case for copier paper for the district for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved, Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the executive session minutes of the June 18, 2026, meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to keep the executive session minutes from January 2019 through June 2024 closed to the public.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to accept the resignation of Amy Buch as the Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach at Sparta Lincoln School effective June 4, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to accept the resignation of Austin Towns as Band Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective July 7, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Christine Ledendecker seconded to employ Jon Ozier as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Isiah Wilson as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Miranda Kelly as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with two years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Jennifer Peck as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas: Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Jerry Carpenter as the Girls’ Track Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Marie Russell and Angel York as the Beta Club Co-Sponsors at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Megan Greenhill and Angel York as the Steam Club Co-Sponsors at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the extra-curricular recommendations for Evansville Attendance Center, Sparta Lincoln School and Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Ryan Pillers seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:17 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:   Soderlund, Pillers, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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