

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 5/14/26

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk19519885][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 14th DAY OF MAY 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk19519926]
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers, Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  none.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Kelly Carpenter, Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith III; and members of the staff and community and press (The County Journal).

Gail McElroy led the meeting with a prayer.  With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2026, regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote.  Yeas:    Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for June 11, 2026, at Sparta Lincoln School at 7 p.m.

Principal Lynda Loesing announced the Junior Beta Club received the Service Leadership Award.  They are one of the top five in the state of Illinois.  NWEA results showed growth in Math and Reading in almost every grade level.  She recognized the Spring sports students who advanced to State.  

Principal Kelly Carpenter reported Evansville Attendance Center also showed growth with NWEA.  Field Day was a success.  She also recognized the students who advanced to State.

Sparta High School Assistant Principal Jackie Smith also recognized the students who advanced to State for track.

Superintendent Miesner reported the Feasibility work has started.  Sparta High School graduation will be Saturday at 2 p.m.  The Promotion Ceremonies will be on Tuesday, May 19, 2026.  Sparta Lincoln School will be at 6 p.m. at Sparta High School.  Evansville Attendance Center will be at 7:30 at Evansville Attendance Center.  

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the FY 2026 Tentative Amended Budget, to establish the Public Hearing on the Budget which will be held prior to the June 2026 board meeting, to publish notice of the Public Hearing and to display the FY 2026 Tentative Amended Budget in the district office for 30 days.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Registration begins in June for the IASB/IASA/IASBO Joint Annual Conference.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Student-Parent Handbook and Extra-Curricular Handbook for the 2026-2027 school year as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Principal Smith and Athletic Director Kordys presented on the video scoreboard again.

Ryan Pillers moved, to approve the bid from Daktronics for the Sparta High School Football Scoreboard in the amount of $46,613, with installation costs of $9,700.  With no second, the motion failed. 

Heather Price moved, Jennifer Allard seconded to approve the bid from Daktronics for the Sparta High School Video Board Scoreboard in the amount of $249,038, with installation costs of $48,000.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Price, Allard, Cooper and Ledendecker.  Nays:  Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the 2025-2026 Bus Contract with Zweigart Bus Services, Inc., as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Fee and Admission Schedule for 2026-2027 as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the going out for bid for an electronic sign at Sparta High School.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the proposal with Sol Systems as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the proposal from CTS for cameras, installation and door entry point systems in the amount of $273,057.29.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve increasing official pay to $85 for Sparta Lincoln School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Lead Ed:  Partners to Lead Sparta Case Study Proposal as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Sparta Lincoln School Teacher Courtney Hake presented on the ELA curriculum.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the ELA curriculum for grades 3-8 in the amount of $125,273.92.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve proposal from Belleville Fence Company for $16,297 for PreK fencing.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to adopt Personnel Policies #5:35 Compliance with the Fair Labor Standards Act; #5:150 Personnel Records; #5:185 Family and Medical Leave; #5:210 Resignations; #5:270 Employment At-Will, Compensation and Assignment; #5:290 Employment Termination and Suspensions; #5:310 Compensatory Time-Off; #5:320 Evaluation; and Instruction Policy #6:280 Grading and Promotion as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to enter into closed session at 8:06 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Mekalia Cooper moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to come out of closed session at 9:20 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Cooper, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Allard and Craig. Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the executive session minutes of the April 9, 2026, meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:    Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig. Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Jennifer Falkenhein as Band Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Soderlund.  Nays:  Craig.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Carrie Brown as Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to accept the resignation of Megan McDougal as Student Council Co-Sponsor at Sparta Lincoln School effective at the end of the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Faith Neal (Argus) as Paraprofessional at Evansville Attendance Center effective May 6, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Abbey Miles as Boys’ Track Coach at Sparta Lincoln School effective at the end of the 2026 spring track season.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Scott Jackson as a full-time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with 14 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Wendy Finch as a full-time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Austin Towns as a full-time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with 4 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve a leave-of-absence for teacher Chelsey Wine from May 13, 2026, through the end of the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve an intermittent leave-of-absence for Paraprofessional dawn Bump for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Mekalia Cooper seconded to approve Amy Juhl as the Student Council Co-Sponsor at Sparta Lincoln School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Abbey Miles, Becki Niemietz and Kaylee Schulein as Co-Sponsors for Sparta High School Cheerleading for the .12 FTE of the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Mekalia Cooper seconded to approve Emily McElroy as the Cheerleading Coach at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Megan McDougal as the Head Coach for Girls’ Basketball at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved, Heather Price seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Cooper, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund, Allard and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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