

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 12/11/25

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 13th DAY OF NOVEMBER 2025


The regular meeting was called to order by Board President Angela Craig and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers, Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  none.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).  

Board President Angela Craig led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Head Cook Anne Nelson spoke to the Board on behalf of the district cooks.  They are having difficulty getting their work done because the Sparta High School and Sparta Lincoln School kitchens are both working with one less person.  She asked that the Board reconsider hiring two more six-hour cooks.

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the minutes of the October 9, 2025, regular meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers,  Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The next regular board meeting will be December 11, 2025, at 7 p.m. at Sparta Lincoln School.  

Principal Smith introduced the Illinois State Scholars from Sparta High School.  They were:  Grant Allard, Jacelyn Boston, Nova Derry-Coulter, Josie Haberman, Christian Lueth, Ruth Pillers, Eva Reynolds, Sophie Wesbecher and Autumn White. 

Superintendent Miesner reported on the IAR growth of third through eighth grade students.  The State of Illinois wants each district at the 50th percentile.  Sparta District #140 students score higher than that.  The graduation rate is up to 85%. The chronic absenteeism is down from 30 to 23%.

James Funk of Fick, Eggemeyer & Williamson, CPAs presented the audit for fiscal year 2025.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the FY25 Audit as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

After a review of the ending fund balances for fiscal year 2025, Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve the resolution stating the aggregate amount of taxes estimated to be levied for the year 2025 is $4,907,920 not including the Bond and Interest Levy of $1,725,050 and that the aggregate amount of taxes estimated to be levied for the year 2025 does not exceed 105% of the taxes extended in the year 2024.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the Maintenance Grant as presented for the fiscal year 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Price, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

First Readings were held for:  #2:60 Uniform Grievance Procedure; #2:230 Public Participation at Board of Education Meetings and Petitions to the Board; #2:265 Title IX Grievance Procedure; #4:15 Identity Protection; #4:80 Accounting and Audits; #4:120 Food Services; #5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment; #5:20 Workplace Harassment Prohibited; #5:60 Expenses; #5:100 Staff Development Program; Instruction #6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction; #6:235 Access to Electronic Networks; #6:310 High School Credit for Non-District Experiences, Course Substitutions, Re-Entering Students; #7:10 Equal Educational Opportunities; #7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited; #7:50 School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools; #7:60 Residence; #7:70 Attendance and Truancy; #7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and Harassment; #7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited; #7:190 Student Behavior; #7:200 Suspension Procedures; #7:210 Expulsion Procedures; #7:250 Student Support Services; #7:255 Students who are Parents, Expectant Parents or Victims of Domestic or Sexual Violence; #7:270 Administering Medicines to Students; #7:310 Restrictions on Publications; Elementary Schools; #7:315 Restrictions on Publications; High Schools; #7:340 Student Records; and #8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to adopt the Policies #1:10 School District Legal Status; #1:20 District Organization, Operations and Cooperative Agreements; #1:30 School District Philosophy; #2:10 School District Governance; #2:80 Board Member Oath and Conduct; #2:130 Board-Superintendent Relationship; #2:240 Board Policy Development; #2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure; #2:265 Title IX Grievance Procedure; #3:30 Chain of Command; #4:15 Identity Protection; #4:50 Payment Procedures; #4:55 Use of Credit and Procurement Cards ; #4:80 Accounting and Audits; #4:120 Food Services; #4:180 Pandemic Preparedness; Management and Recovery; #5:10 Equal Employment Opportunity and Minority Recruitment; #5:20 Workplace Harassment Prohibited; #5:60 Expenses; #5:100 Staff Development Program; Instruction #6:150 Home and Hospital Instruction; #6:235 Access to Electronic Networks; #6:310 High School Credit for Non-District Experiences; Course Substitutions, Re-Entering Students; #7:10 Equal Educational Opportunities; #7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited; #7:40 Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and Home-School Students; #7:50 School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools; #7:60 Residence; #7:70 Attendance and Truancy; #7:90 Release During School Hours; #7:130 Student Rights and Responsibilities; #7:140 Search and Seizure; #7:180 Prevention of and Response to Bullying, Intimidation and Harassment; #7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited; #7:190 Student Behavior; #7:200 Suspension Procedures; #7:210 Expulsion Procedures; #7:250 Student Support Services; #7:255 Students Who are Parents, Expectant Parents, or Victims of Domestic or Sexual Violence; #7:270 Administering Medicines to Students; #7:300 Extracurricular Athletics; #7:310 Restrictions on Publications; Elementary Schools; #7:315 Restrictions on Publications, High Schools; #7:325 Student Fundraising Activities; #7:340 Student Records; #8:30 Visitors to and Conduct on School Property; #8:80 Gifts to the District; and #8:110 Public Suggestions and Concerns as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Rob Soderlund moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to enter into closed session at 7:28 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired, and litigation when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed session meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to come out of executive session at 8:49 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the executive session minutes as presented for the October 9, 2025, meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Felica Sudmeyer as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School effective October 31, 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to employ Ella Renner as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Soderlund, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Heather Price moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Anastasiya Wilson as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Soderlund, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Heather Price moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to approve Katie Shinabargar as the Volleyball Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Jerry Carpenter as the Volleyball Assistant Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Scott Beckley as a Volunteer Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker, Price and Craig.  Nays:  Allard.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Logan Jones as a Volunteer Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Soderlund, Pillers, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Heather Price moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to approve David Stine as a Volunteer Assistant Wrestling Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Price, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Jennifer Allard moved;  Heather Price seconded to approve Adam White as a Volunteer Assistant Wrestling Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Coooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.    Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Lance Glodo as a Volunteer Assistant Wrestling Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved;  Heather Price seconded to approve Alicea Orella as a Volunteer Assistant Wrestling Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  Cooper and Ledendecker.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve a leave-of-absence for Matthew Hutchinson as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School from January 12, 2026, through May 7, 2026, in order to perform student teaching.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Abstain:  Soderlund.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve “Special Covenant” Amendments as presented to Perandoe Special Education District’s Constitution to permit and authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement and Build-to-Suit Lease with SWIC for the development and occupancy of a new campus and facility for Perandoe’s operations.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund, Allard and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve “Special Covenant” Amendments as presented to the Career Center of Southern Illinois (CCSI) Constitution to permit and authorize an Intergovernmental Agreement and Build-to-Suit Lease with SWIC for the development and occupancy of a new campus and facility for CCSI’s operations.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Settlement and Tolling Agreement between Sparta Community Unit School District 140 and FGM Architects Inc., regarding FGM project #15-1945.02.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Price, Soderlund, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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