

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 7/10/25

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk19519885][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 10th DAY OF JULY 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk19519926]
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers, Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  Mekalia Cooper.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principal Kelly Carpenter and members of the staff.

President Angela Craig led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

With no public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the minutes of the June 12, 2025, regular meeting and June 30, 2025, special meeting as presented. Roll call vote.  Yeas:    Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for August 14, 2025, at Sparta Lincoln School at 7 p.m.

Evansville Attendance Center Principal Kelly Carpenter introduced Jacob Sowa.  He will be the 2nd grade teacher at Evansville Attendance Center.

Superintendent Miesner gave updates on the summer projects in the district.  The roofing work at Sparta Lincoln School has begun.  Tracy Smith and Bobby Klausing have been diligent in working with the roofing company.  There have been some sidewalks damaged, but GRP will make it right.  The Sparta Lincoln School playground has been installed.  The curbing is being poured this week and then the rubber surface will be poured next week. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to authorize the treasurer to make, as needed for the fiscal year 2026, interfund loans from the operations and maintenance fund to the educational fund or fire prevention and safety fund;  or from the educational fund to the operations and maintenance fund or fire prevention and safety fund; or from the operations and maintenance or educational fund to the transportation fund; or from the transportation fund to the operations and maintenance, educational or fire prevention and safety fund, and to make the necessary transfer on the books. Such loans will be repaid within three years.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the bid from Midland Paper in the amount of $29.18 per case for copier paper for the District for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Abstain:  Price.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve a feasibility study in the amount of $5,500 .  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to ratify the three-year contract with the Sparta Service Employees for the 2025-2028 school years.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to enter into closed session at 7:06 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body, to discuss collective negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or their representatives, or deliberations concerning salary schedules for one or more classes of employees; and to discuss minutes of meetings lawfully closed, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06.  Roll call vote.  Yeas, Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to come out of closed session at 8:21 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the executive session minutes of the June 12 and June 30, 2025, meetings as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to keep the executive session minutes from April 2023 through December 2023 closed to the public.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Anne Woods as Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective June 13, 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Charlene Stewart as Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective June 19, 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.


Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Meghan Blechle as Teacher at Sparta Lincoln School effective June 25, 2025.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Sarah Mefford as a Full-Time Teacher for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with 7 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Soderlund.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Jacob Sowa as a Full-Time Teacher for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with 3 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Kelli Hughes as a Full-Time Teacher for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with 20 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Leslie Jacobus as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Clarissa Hill as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Kaleigh Holley as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Rachel Rehmer as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Jevonda Ward as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Mikayla Straight as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2025-2026 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the extra-curricular recommendations for Evansville Attendance Center as presented for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Roger Gerlach as a Volunteer Assistant Volleyball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Gracie Ledendecker as a Volunteer Assistant Volleyball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Rob Soderlund as a Volunteer Assistant Girls’ Basketball Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  none.  Nays:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Abstain:  Soderlund.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Austin Carpenter as the Assistant Softball Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Julia Montroy as the Assistant Cross Country Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 


Jennifer Allard moved, Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Chandler Henson as the Softball Assistant Coach at Sparta Lincoln School for the District for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Tommy Craig as the Baseball Assistant Coach at Sparta Lincoln School for the District for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Nick Hernandez as a Volunteer Assistant Baseball Coach at Sparta Lincoln School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Katie Shinabarger as a Volunteer Assistant Softball Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Angel York as a Volunteer Assistant Beta Club Sponsor at Evansville Attendance Center at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Jennifer Allard seconded to approve Marie Russell as a Volunteer Assistant Beta Club Sponsor at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  none.  Nays:  Soderlund, Allard, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the non-union non-certified staff pay increases for  the 2025-2026 school year as amended.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:29 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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