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    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 12th DAY OF FEBRUARY 2026


The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board Vice President Jennifer Allard and upon the roll being called, Jennifer Allard and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers and Heather Price.  Absent:  Angela Craig and Rob Soderlund.  Others present were:  Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).  

Board Vice President Jennifer Allard led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board President Angela Craig entered the meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Gail McElroy reported there is a neurodivergent family church service offered in Chester in case any families may find it beneficial.

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the minutes of the January 8, 2026, regular meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The next regular board meeting will be March 12, 2026, at 7 p.m. at Sparta Lincoln School.  

Principal Lynda Loesing reported that the United Methodist Church of Sparta donated 3,368 books to the library.  On the 11:30 SIP days, Sparta Lincoln School staff makes use of every minute.  It is the one time everyone can come together for the kids.  On the school report card, SLS was targeted because of the disabilities’ population.  They have focused on development for special education with school improvement time.  Perandoe has helped with the teachers and paras.  They have provided on-demand learning and educated them on their role in the school.  They have had Perandoe staff come in and work with the paras on restorative practices.  Sparta Lincoln School also has Autism Plus.  They are trying to improve attendance.  Truancy is an issue, so they have incentivized it by grade level and are headed in the right direction.

Evansville Attendance Center Principal Kelly Carpenter reported that if someone is sick, they reach out by email or calling home.  There has been an increase in attendance.  They are working with the ROE to be more consistent with the unexcused absences and making sure parents know about it.  The teachers are utilizing resources and starting to be very consistent across grade levels.  Diane Chambers hosted her last dance last week.  She had planned and attended over 50 dances there.  Evansville Attendance Center will host the all-star basketball game on February 21.

Sparta High School Principal Jackie Smith reported that spring sports are starting.  Winter sports are going into post season.  The boys’ basketball team won the Sparta Mid-Winter Classic.  Lacee Liefer qualified for sectional bowling.  Braxton Glodo qualified for wrestling.  The college wall is going up and senior commitments are going on it.  They have been doing a lot more department meetings.  They are getting all staff involved to help with the handbook and school safety.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the preliminary school calendar for the 2026-2027 school year as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the bid from Sonnenberg Asphalt Co., Inc., in the amount of $66,800 for sealcoating the parking lots at Sparta High School and Sparta Lincoln School.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Mr. Pillers asked for a list of building and grounds projects that will take place over the next five years.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the following policies as presented:   
Board of Education Policy #2:120 Board Member Development; #2:150 Committees; #2:270 Discrimination and Harassment on the Basis of Race, Color, and National Origin Prohibited; Operational Services Policy #4:10 Fiscal and Business Management; #4:30 Revenue and Investments; #4:140 Waiver of Student Fees; #4:190 Targeted School Violence Prevention Program; General Personnel Policy #5:90 Abused and Neglected Child Reporting; #5:190 Teacher Qualifications; #5:200 Terms and Conditions of Employment and Dismissal; Professional Personnel Policy #5:220 Substitute Teachers; #5:280 Duties and Qualifications; Educational Support Personnel Policy #5:300 Schedules and Employment Year; Instruction Policy #6:20 School Year Calendar and Day; #6:40 Curriculum Development; #6:60 Curriculum Content; #6:160 English Learners; #6:210 Instructional Materials; #6:260 Complaints About Curriculum, Instructional Materials, and Programs; #6:280 Grading and Promotion; #6:300 Graduation Requirements; #6:315 High School Credit for Students in Grade 7 or 8; #6:320 High School Credit for Proficiency; Students Policy #7:150 Agency and Law Enforcement Requests; and #7:290 Suicide and Depression Awareness and Prevention.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to enter into closed session at 7:19 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, specific independent contractors, or specific volunteers of the public body.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to come out of executive session at 7:52 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Jessica Seeley as Yearbook Advisor at Sparta High School effective at the end of the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Braxton Parker as Cheerleading Coach at Sparta High School effective February 3, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Addie McHughes as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School effective February 3, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Jacob Sowa as Teacher at Evansville Attendance Center effective August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Kelli Hughes as Teacher at Evansville Attendance Center effective August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Mekalia Cooper seconded to accept the resignation of Sabrina Jeremiah as Teacher at Evansville Attendance Center effective August 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve a three-year contract with Rebecca Niemietz as Assistant Principal at Sparta High School with an annual salary of $65,000 for the 2026-2027 school year; $69,000 for the 2027-2028 school year and $73,000 for the 2028-2029 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Emily Loesing as a full-time Speech Language Pathologist for the district with no years of experience for the 2026-2027 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.


Jennifer Allard moved; Mekalia Cooper seconded to employ Clarissa Hill as a full-time paraprofessional for the district with no years of experience for the remainder of the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Rob Soderlund and Nick Stork as Volunteer Assistant Softball Coaches at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Mekalia Cooper seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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