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    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 12th DAY OF MARCH 2026


The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Board Vice President Jennifer Allard and upon the roll being called, Jennifer Allard and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  Angela Craig and Heather Price.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith; and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).  

Board Vice President Allard led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gail McElroy opened the meeting with a prayer. 

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the minutes of the February 12, 2026, regular meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The next regular board meeting will be April 9, 2026, at 7 p.m. at Evansville Attendance Center.  

Sparta Lincoln School Principal Lynda Loesing reported that Sparta Lincoln School hosted the Shamrock Showdown and placed second.  Sparta Lincoln School had 34 excellent and 4 superior ratings at the IGSMA solo and ensemble contest.

Principal Jackie Smith announced that high school boys’ basketball set a school record with the number of wins this season, and they won regionals for the first time since 1991.  Students will start NWEA, PSAT and ACT testing in the Dawg Pound.  Mr. Smith gave a shout out to the Lifesavers at Sparta High School.  They are making a difference.

Mr. Miesner reported for Evansville Attendance Center because Mrs. Carpenter and Mrs. Price were both at the conference championship volleyball game. Mr. Miesner introduced Isaac Luthy to the Board of Education.

Superintendent Chris Miesner reported that he met with GRP and they will assist with the master facility plan with timelines and costs so the district can be proactive going forward.

Mr. Miesner reported on the feasibility study.  As part of the strategic plan, a feasibility study was implemented.  The purpose was to look at the facilities, expenses, staffing, maintenance, student achievement date, transportation, financial context for long-term planning and identify areas for continued study and discussion.  A committee will be developed to further analyze the spending per student and disparities in programs.

Sparta High School Athletic Director Drew Kordys and Principal Jackie Smith reported on the fundraising goals for the football field scoreboard.  Daktronics will do the work to get businesses committed to funding the project.

Ryan Pillers moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the bid from Daktronics for the Softball Field Scoreboard in the amount of $7,597 and an installation cost of $9,700.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund, Cooper and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the bid from Daktronics for the Sparta Lincoln School Basketball Scoreboards in the amount of $10,540 and an installation cost of $4,800.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Cooper, Soderlund, Ledendecker, Pillers and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Building and Grounds Assistant Bobby Klausing presented proposals for a used and a new Toro Sand Pro 3040.  

Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the purchase of a Toro Sand Pro 3040 with nail drag, flex groomer kit and manual drag mat for $26,586.74 from MTI Distributing of Berkley, Missouri.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  Cooper and Ledendecker.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the bid from Holland Construction Services in the amount of $306,300 for the Sparta Lincoln School Health Life Safety Improvements.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund, Cooper and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The eighth grade promotion ceremony date will be May 19, 2026, with Sparta Lincoln School starting at 6 p.m. in the Sparta High School Gymnasium and Evansville Attendance Center at 7:30 p.m.

Rob Soderlund moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to enter into closed session at 7:57 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, specific independent contractors, or specific volunteers of the public body; and litigation, when an action against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or administrative tribunal and the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed session meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Soderlund, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to come out of closed session at 8:58 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve the executive session minutes as presented for the February 12, 2026, meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to accept the resignation of Barry Dickerson as Girls’ Basketball Coach at Sparta High School effective March 1, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to accept the retirement request of Amy Wildermuth as Teacher at Sparta High School effective August 1, 2030.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to accept the resignation of Clarissa Hill as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School effective March 12, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to employ Isaac Luthy as a full-time Teacher for the district with four years of experience for the 2026-2027 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Cooper, Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to employ Zachary Dickerson as a full-time Teacher for the district with no years of experience for the 2026-2027 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Ryan Pillers moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to employ Theresa Goodnight as a full-time Teacher for the district with 18 years of experience for the 2026-2027 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Ledendecker, Cooper, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve Tony Williams as the Girls’ Track Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.


Ryan Pillers moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve Eric Bayless as the Boys’ Track Assistant Coach at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Yeas:  Pillers, Soderlund, Cooper and Ledendecker.  Nays:  none.   Abstain:  Allard.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved; Ryan Pillers seconded to approve Abbey Miles and Tracy Etling as Yearbook Co-Advisors at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Soderlund, Pillers, Cooper, Ledendecker and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Ryan Pillers moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve Ryan Peck, Jaimie Smith and Jamie Schoenbeck as Volunteer Assistant Track Coaches at Sparta Lincoln School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund, Cooper and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Ryan Pillers moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to approve Dan Peck as a Volunteer Assistant Track Coach at Sparta Lincoln School for the 2025-2026 school year, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check and employment history review.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Pillers, Ledendecker, Soderlund, Cooper and Allard.  Nays:  none.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Christine Ledendecker seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:02 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Allard.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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