

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 4/9/26

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk19519885][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT EVANSVILLE ATTENDANCE CENTER
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 9th DAY OF APRIL 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk19519926]
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Angela Craig and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers, Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  None.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Kelly Carpenter, Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith; and members of the staff, community and press (The County Journal).

President Angela Craig led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

With no public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the minutes of the March 12, 2026, regular meeting as presented. Roll call vote.  Yeas:    Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for May 14, 2026, at Sparta Lincoln School at 7 p.m.

Sparta Lincoln School Principal Lynda Loesing reported the Art Show was combined with a PTO fundraiser.  Academic Awards night will be coming up soon.  Science night had over 400 guests in attendance.

Principal Kelly Carpenter reported that Evansville Attendance Center teachers worked through the IAR data.  They will work on focusing on the instructional strategies and best practices.  Evansville Attendance Center will host the second annual All-Star Basketball game.  Cookies with VIPs will be held next week.  Mrs. Carpenter then introduced the volleyball teams, who all had great seasons.

Superintendent Miesner introduced Sara Dumond and Rachel Wilson as potential School Social Workers for the district.

Assistant Principal Jackie Smith announced that this week is testing week and prom week.  The academic awards will be on May 11.  The College and Career Day will be April 17. The administration is still working on truancy, but it has been getting better.

Rob Soderlund Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to renew membership in the Illinois High School Association and to adopt and abide by the Constitution, By-Laws, Terms and Conditions and Administrative Procedures, Guidelines and Policies of the Illinois High School Association for the year of July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Price, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the building budget requests for fiscal year 2027 as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the amended calendar for the 2025-2026 school year as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to adopt the 2026-2027 Notice of Regular Meeting Dates as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

First Readings were held for the 2026-2027 Student-Parent Handbook and Extra-Curricular Handbook.  Mr. Miesner reviewed the proposed changes with the Board.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the overnight trip for Sparta Lincoln School Science Club to Camp DuBois in DuBois, Illinois, on May 1-2, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Skills USA overnight trip for the State Leadership and Skills Conference Competition in Peoria, Illinois, from April 22-25, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Rob Soderlund moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Co-Op for Evansville Attendance Center Boys’ Basketball with Prairie du Rocher for the 2026-2027 and 2027-2028 school years.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Soderlund, Price, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the AIA Document B101-2017 Architect Agreement with Quadrant Design Architects and Planners.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to enter into closed session at 7:27 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; student disciplinary cases; evidence or testimony presented in closed hearing where specifically authorized by law; and discussion of minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Ryan Pillers moved, Heather Price seconded to come out of closed session at 8:38 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Pillers, Price, Soderlund, Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Board President Angela Craig stated that there was an addition to the closed session topics announced before.  The board also conducted a bar hearing pursuant to ILCS 120/2(c).

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the executive session minutes of the March 12, 2026, meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve the Leave-of-Absence for Paraprofessional Ella Renner from April 16, 2026, through the end of the school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Leslie Jacobus as a Full-Time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Amy Norton as a full-time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with 16 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Melinda Jones as a Full-Time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Sara Dumond as a full-time Social Worker for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.





Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Rachel Wilson as a full-time Social Worker for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review,physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Heather Price moved, Heather Price seconded to employ Meghan Westerman as a full-time Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year with 10 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper licensure.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to approve Don Lanier as the Technical Director for the Play at Sparta High School for the 2025-2026 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded that the Board Expel Student #2526-02 from Sparta Community Unit School District No. 140 for one calendar year, based on the evidence presented at the expulsion hearing and the Board's determination that the student engaged in egregious conduct and that the student's continued presence at school poses a threat to the safety of other students and staff and substantially disrupts the operation of the school. The Board further finds that given the severity of the student's misconduct, there are no other appropriate disciplinary interventions available and that the presence of the student at school will foster a culture that the student's behavior at school is acceptable or tolerated. The Board further finds that the student's expulsion shall be held in abeyance, and they shall be permitted to enroll in the CCSI Op Ed Program. If the student fails to enroll or is denied enrollment in and/or removed from the CCSI Op Ed Program, for any reason, the student shall not be eligible to enroll in the Sparta Community Unit School District No. 140 or any other public school district until they have served the full period of expulsion.  The student, during the period of this expulsion, is prohibited from attending or being present at any Sparta Community Unit School District No. 140 events, whether the event is on or off school property and shall not enter upon any Sparta Community Unit School District No. 140 property at any time, except with the prior written permission of the superintendent.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to bar Dwayne Ross from all Sparta CUSD No. 140 property and from attending any school events, home or away, for a period of 12 months, for violating Board Policy 8:30.  The 12 months shall start on March 26, 2026, and end 12 months from said date. Further, the Superintendent is directed to issue Dwayne Ross a written determination of the charges.  The written determination shall affirm the charges in Exhibit A.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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