

Page 3 Regular Meeting of the Board of Education held on 9/10/26

    MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF
SPARTA COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT #140
RANDOLPH COUNTY, ILLINOIS,
[bookmark: _Hlk534978963][bookmark: _Hlk527622136][bookmark: _Hlk482350580]HELD AT SPARTA LINCOLN SCHOOL
IN SAID SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 7:00 P.M.
ON THE 10th DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2026


The budget hearing was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Angela Craig.

Bookkeeper Tina Witherby presented the fiscal year 2027 budget.  With no questions or comments, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved, Heather Price seconded to adjourn the budget hearing at 7:04 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

The regular meeting was called to order by Board President Angela Craig and upon the roll being called, Angela Craig and the following members of the Board of Education answered present:  Jennifer Allard, Mekalia Cooper, Christine Ledendecker, Ryan Pillers, Heather Price and Rob Soderlund.  Absent:  none.  Others present were:  Superintendent Chris Miesner; Recording Secretary Tina Witherby; Principals Kelly Carpenter, Lynda Loesing and Jackie Smith and members of the staff and community.  

Board President Angela Craig led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Gail McElroy reported that Constitution Day is coming up.  It is a way to honor our country with activities that promote awareness of constitutional rights.  She then led the meeting with a prayer.

Kenny Kempfer reported that a large amount of parents are concerned about the consolidation of Evansville Attendance Center.  Anything that changes the school affects the whole community.  The kids should come first.  They should be the top priority.  He knows that money is a factor, but a lot of money is spent on luxury items.  This is a serious decision.  The people of Evansville pay the bills.  There are over 100 kids in the school now.  He asked the Board to take this seriously to decide what is best for the whole district.

With no other public comment requests, the meeting continued.

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2026, regular meeting as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas: Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the Bills, Payroll, Cash Flow and Fund Balances as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.


Principal Lynda Loesing reported that Sparta Lincoln School held a cross country meet.  The Sparta Lincoln School girls’ team placed first and the boys’ team placed second.  Seven of the Sparta runners medaled.  She thanked Mr. Norton for organizing and planning it.  Next week Sparta Lincoln School will celebrate Constitution Day.  The teacher mentoring program has officially started.  The strategic plan goal #1 is academic assessment.  The first tests of the year set the baseline for data.  They are focused on supporting all students so that all the kids keep growing all year long.

Principal Kelly Carpenter reported that “Aim high, soar higher” is the motto at Evansville Attendance Center.  They have been helping the students take ownership and share their personal goals.  The students have been split into groups during power hour.  The goal is to look at where they need to grow and use that information in the classroom that shows where students are the strongest.  No students have had missing assignments.  The climate and culture of the building is finally in harmony.  They will be doing a BOGO fundraiser in two weeks.  The Leos Club donated money to the library.  They updated the padding on the gym walls.  

Sparta High School Principal Jackie Smith reported athletics have taken off.  There have been no students that have been ineligible.  Attendance is up.  There are only 25 students with a D or F compared to 63 last year.  There are 28 dual credit hours offered.  They are starting a class with SIUC.  The building trades students have gone to several work sites.  The Adult Living students will start a beverage cart.  The high school offers a natural resources class, hunter safety class, sports officiating class and ceramics.  

Superintendent Miesner reported the teachers at the high school that teach the dual credit classes have their master’s degree in order to be able to teach those classes.  The strategic plan progress report has been updated.  The 3-8 grades have implemented an ELA curriculum.  He gave an update on the work with Holland Quadrant with regard to the Sparta Lincoln projects.  They are working on a schematic design and are close to having designs to go out for bid on the project.  Last night Mr. Miesner attended an event at the Tilden Solar Farm Sol Systems.  The Sparta School District has been selected as one of their partner agencies.  The greenhouse project will be funded.  It will be three times the size of what is currently there.  Sparta Lincoln School received the Dollar General Literacy Grant in the amount of $4,000.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price, seconded to approve the fiscal year 2027 official budget as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve the Administrator and Teacher Salary and Benefits report for the 2026 school year as presented and to post the report to the district website as required by law.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.


Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded appoint Mekalia Cooper as the IASB Liaison for the 2026-2027 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Abstain:  Cooper.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the overnight trip for Sparta High School FFA to Normal, Illinois, for the BUILD Conference on November 23-24, 2026 and to Louisville, Kentucky for the NAILE Conference on November 16-18, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.  

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve going out for bid for concrete work for the Sparta Lincoln School Playground.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve going out for bid for concrete work for the Sparta High School Greenhouse.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to adopt Board of Education Policies #2:30 School District Elections; #2:200 Types of Board of Education Meetings; #2:250 Access to District Public Records; #2:230 Public Participation at Board Meetings and petitions to the Board; #2:260 Uniform Grievance Procedure; General School Administration Policies #3:40 Superintendent; #3:50 Administrative Personnel Other Than the Superintendent; #3:60 Administrative Responsibility of the Building Principal; #3:70 Succession of Authority; Operational Services Policies #4:120 Food Services; #4:165 Awareness and Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse and Grooming Behaviors; #4:175 Convicted Child Sex Offender; Screening; Notifications; General Personne Policies #5:30 Hiring Process and Criteria; #5:40 Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease;  #5:50 Drug- and Alcohol-Free Workplace; E-Cigarette, Tobacco, and Cannabis Prohibition; #5:70 Religious Holidays; #5:110 Recognition for Service; #5:140 Solicitations By or From Staff; #5:240 Suspension; #5:250 Leaves of Absence; #5:330 Sick Days, Vacation, Holidays, and Leaves; Instruction Policies #6:65 Student Social and Emotional Development; #6:70 Teaching About Religions; #6:80 Teaching About Controversial Issues; #6:100 Using Animals in the Educational Program; #6:145 Migrant Students; #6:170 Title I Programs, #6:180 Extended Instructional Programs, #6:190 Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities; Students Policies #7:20 Harassment of Students Prohibited; #7:30 Student Assignment; #7:50 School Admissions and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools; #7:80 Release Time for Religious Instruction/Observance; #7:100 Health, Eye, and Dental Examinations; Immunizations; and Exclusion of Students; #7:130 Student Rights and Responsibilities; #7:185 Teen Dating Violence Prohibited; #7:220 Bus Conduct; #7:230 Misconduct by Students with Disabilities; #7:240 Conduct Code for Participants in Extracurricular Activities; #7:260 Exemption from Physical Education; #7:280 Communicable and Chronic Infectious Disease; #7:300 Extracurricular Activities; #7:330 Student Use of Buildings – Equal Access; #7:345 Use of Educational Technologies; Student Data Privacy and Security; and Community Relations Policies #8:70 Accommodating Individuals with Disabilities; #8:90 Parent Organizations and Booster Clubs; 8:100 Relations with Other Organizations and Agencies as presented.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried. 

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to enter into closed session at 7:33 p.m. to discuss items related to the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body; the purchase or lease of real property for the use of the public body, including meetings held for the purpose of discussing whether a particular parcel should be acquired; and to discuss minutes of meetings lawfully closed under this Act, whether for purposes of approval by the body of the minutes or semi-annual review of the minutes as mandated by Section 2.06.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Mekalia Cooper  seconded to come out of executive session at 8:08 p.m.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve the executive session minutes as presented for the August 13, 2026, meeting.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to authorize the destruction of the audio recordings of the Board’s closed session meetings up to and through March 2025, in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Miranda Kelly as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School effective August 14, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to accept the resignation of Jay Ozier as Paraprofessional at Sparta Lincoln School effective August 14, 2026.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve a three-year contract with Jonathan Norton as an Assistant Principal at Sparta Lincoln School at an annual salary of $78,500 for the 2027-2028 school year; $82,000 for the 2028-2029 school year and $85,500 for the 2029-2030 school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Rob Soderlund seconded to approve a three-year contract with Nathan Mayberry as an Assistant Principal at Sparta Lincoln School at an annual salary of $77,000 for the 2027-2028 school year; $80,500 for the 2028-2029 school year and $84,000 for the 2029-2030

school year.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Soderlund, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Rosita Richardson as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, retroactive to September 1, 2026, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper certification.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Tara Byington as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with no years of experience, retroactive to September 8, 2026, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper certification.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Kerri Dawes as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with 17 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper certification.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Mariah Mize as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with 5 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper certification.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to employ Mecca Korando as a Full-Time Paraprofessional for the District for the 2026-2027 school year with 5 years of experience, subject to and contingent upon successful completion of a criminal history background check, employment history review, physical and drug screening, along with proper certification.  Roll call vote.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Paige Russell as the Senior Class Sponsor at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Yeas:  Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Quintin Littlepage as an Assistant Football Coach at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Heather Price seconded to approve Scott Jackson as an Assistant Football Coach at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Yeas:   Allard, Price, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to approve Megan Greenhill as the Assistant Cross Country Coach at Evansville Attendance Center for the 2026-2027 school year.  Yeas:   Cooper, Allard, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Jennifer Allard moved; Mekalia Cooper seconded to approve Sydney Rheinecker as a Volunteer Assistant Golf Coach at Sparta High School for the 2026-2027 school year.  Yeas:   Allard, Cooper, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund  and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.

Mekalia Cooper moved; Jennifer Allard seconded to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Yeas:  Cooper, Allard, Ledendecker, Pillers, Price, Soderlund and Craig.  Nays:  none.  Motion carried.
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